
 
JUNIOR YEAR PLANNING 

 

 
FALL: 

 Meet with Mrs. Knuppe to ensure that you are on track for college with your course selections.  

o Keep in mind that your junior year is the last complete year that colleges may review 

before acceptance and scholarship award, so it’s important to challenge yourself 

academically and maintain good grades.  

o Consider taking Dual Credit Courses and/or AP courses 

 Register for the College Board’s Preliminary Scholastic Assessment (PSAT) exam on October 

15, 2014 at Redfield High School. Scores are important, as they are used to qualify for National 

Merit Scholarship Competition and the National Achievement program; plus it’s a preliminary to 

the SAT and a great preparation for the ACT (both college entrance exams). Sophomores can also 

sign up and take this test for practice; however their scores will not count towards National Merit 

unless they take it their junior year. 

 Start researching colleges!  

o You can do this by reviewing college catalogs, websites, visiting with college 

representatives that come to Redfield High School, attending college fairs, etc. 

o When researching colleges be sure to look at their admission requirements, to make sure 

you are meeting the admission criteria in regards to course work, tests (ACT, SAT, SAT 

Subject Tests), etc. See your Mrs. Knuppe if you have questions. 

 You may want to research military academies and colleges. Review websites and meet with 

military representatives when they visit Redfield High School or visit the schools yourself. Most 

military academies and colleges start the admissions process earlier than traditional colleges and 

universities.  

o You will be taking the ASVAB on November 25, 2014. Not only is it the military 

entrance exam, it is also a great career research tool.  

 Make a list of colleges you would like to attend and contact them to send you more information.  

 Start searching for scholarships!  

o Register with scholarship search engines such as www.fastweb.com, 

www.StudentEdge.com, www.brokescholar.com, etc. (More scholarship search engines 

can be found under the “Useful Resource Websites” link) 

 Most of the scholarships you apply for will be during your senior year, but there are some that are 

open for you to start applying to now! 

 STAY ACTIVE! While your grades in high school are important, colleges also look at what you 

do outside the classroom. They like to see that you are involved in sports, student government, 

community activities, etc. and that you take on leadership roles when available. 

 Plan to attend College Planning Days in Aberdeen October 2, 2014. 

 

 

WINTER: 

 Attend the Financial Aid Night at Redfield High School, January 26
th
 @ 7pm. This meeting will 

give you and your parents’ useful information in filling out the FAFSA (Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid). You will receive other information on financial aid pertinent to state, public 

and private colleges, out of state colleges, opportunities in the military and other financial aid 

resources.  

 Continue researching colleges/careers/military options.  

 Continue searching for scholarships. 

http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.studentedge.com/
http://www.brokescholar.com/


 
 Begin to make plans to take the ACT and/or the SAT in the spring. Meet with Mrs. Knuppe to 

discuss the pros and cons of taking these exams in the spring versus waiting until your senior year 

to take the exam. 

o START PRACTICING! 

 SDMyLife has Method Test Prep, which is a FREE ACT test prep program.  

There are numerous other websites that offer free test prep, check out the “Useful 

Resource Websites” link 

 Go to www.act.org to get information on test dates and to register for the ACT exam. 

 Go to www.collegeboard.com to get information on test dates and to register for the SAT exam. 

SPRING: 

 Spring is the college visitation period.  Many colleges have “Junior Days,” centered on juniors in 

high school.  These days are fun, but if you want a more personalized visit that centers on you 

and what you want to major in, you should set up an individual visit.   

o When you set up your individual visit, ask for appointments with departments of financial 

aid, admissions, academic advisers, professors, and other students.   

o Mrs. Knuppe has a list of questions and other agenda items that you can take with you to 

help assess which college will best meet your educational and career needs.  

 Take the ACT and/or SAT exams.  April of Junior year is the most common date for students to 

take these exams for the first time.  Plan on doing this, so you have time to take it again fall of 

your senior year, if needed. 

o Again, you should be practicing and preparing for the test; SDMyLife has Method Test 

Prep, which is a FREE ACT test prep program.  There are numerous other websites that 

offer free test prep, check out the “Useful Resource Websites” link 

 Continue searching for sources of scholarships. 

 If you are enrolled in Advanced Placement courses, consider taking the AP tests for that subject. 

Meet with Mrs. Knuppe to discuss your senior year, courses that you are taking, colleges that you 

are considering, to help ensure that you are squared away with what you need going into your 

final year of high school. 

 Continue work on your resume. The school(s) to which you will apply to in the fall will already 

know your grades and test scores, but they need to know more about you. Your resume should 

include school activities, community activities, community service, sports, awards and 

recognition, hobbies and work experience. 

 Begin thinking of teachers, counselors or other adults who you would want to write letters of 

recommendation for you. Even if you are applying to colleges that may not require a letter of 

recommendation, you may run across scholarships that do, so it is always good to have a couple 

letters of recommendation ready. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


 

SENIOR YEAR PLANNING 
FALL: 

 If you have not done so already, or need to again, register for the ACT and/or SAT exam(s). 

Ideally, you should not be taking these exams beyond December, unless absolutely necessary. 

o Go to www.act.org for more information, registration, and test dates on the ACT. 

o Go to www.collegeboard.com for more information, registration, and test dates on the 

SAT. 

o Or stop by Mrs. Knuppe’s office for information on both exams. 

 Attend the Post High Planning Day in Aberdeen October 2, 2014. 

 Schedule visits with the colleges that you are considering. It is important to make that personal 

contact! 

 Stop in Mrs. Knuppe’s office to see what college representatives are coming to visit Redfield 

High School.  

o If a rep is coming from a college you are considering, it is highly advised that you come 

to the visit and touch base with them. These are the individuals who will eventually be 

reading your applications! 

 If you are unable to visit colleges that you are considering, check out the virtual tours online at 

some of the college websites. Also, a simple phone call to the admissions office can get you some 

great information. 

 Start asking individuals to write letters of recommendation for you, such as teachers, school 

counselors, coaches, club/activity sponsors, employers, etc. You may come across admission 

applications and/or scholarship applications that require letters of recommendation, so it is always 

good to be prepared and have these letters ready.  

 Fill out the Student Brag Sheet for the individuals you are asking to write your letters of 

recommendation; it gives them a little bit more personal information about you that they may not 

know, and will help them in writing the best possible recommendation for you. 

o Be aware of deadlines!! Give these individuals plenty of time to write your letter! 

 BE AWARE OF APPLICATION DEADLINES!!! Give yourself plenty of time to complete 

applications and anything that goes along with it, such as an essay, letters of recommendation, 

etc. 

o REMEMBER: “Early Decision” applications are binding, this means that if you are 

accepted, you MUST attend that school and can no longer apply to any other colleges. 

November 1st is a common Early Decision deadline. 

o “Early Action” is similar to Early Decision, but it is NOT binding. 

 Most of your college applications will require that you send an official transcript with your 

application; be sure you see Mrs. Knuppe or Mrs. Hyke in the main office, to get your transcript 

sent out.  

 Continue researching scholarships!  

o Go directly to the schools you are looking at and fill out their scholarship applications if 

offered. 

o Check out the RHS Scholarship page for the scholarships Mrs. Knuppe has received info 

on. 

o Get connected with various scholarship search engines such as www.fastweb.com, 

www.studentscholarships.com, www.scholarshipmonkey.com, etc.  

o See Mrs. Knuppe to see if you would be eligible for the Dakota Corps or the SD 

Opportunity Scholarship. These have specific criteria and deadlines to meet.  

 

http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.studentscholarships.com,/
http://www.scholarshipmonkey.com/


 
WINTER: 
 

 Continue to stay on top of the application deadlines. Always submit information on time. 

o Try to have college applications sent out by the time you leave for Christmas break. 

 Keep researching and applying for any and all financial aid that you qualify for, such as grants 

and scholarships.  

 REMEMBER: There is not limit to the amount of scholarship money you can take with you to 

college, so you should be applying for any and all that you qualify for.  FREE MONEY IS THE 

BEST MONEY! 

 Attend the Financial Aid Parent Night, January 26
th
 @ 7pm, at Redfield High School. 

 As soon as possible after January 1, 2015 and when tax forms are completed (they don’t have to 

be filed until April 15th; you can use estimates), complete your FAFSA online at 

www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Keep copies of all documents, including your PIN, in a file. 

 Watch for the email notice indicating your Student Aid Report (SAR) from your FAFSA 

application is ready.  Be sure to review your SAR for errors and make any corrections as 

indicated.  

 Check with financial aid offices to ensure your paperwork is complete. Submit tax forms if 

requested. 

 REMEMBER: You want to meet school priority deadlines with the FAFSA form, and submit 

your application before March 1, 2015. Schools have a limited supply of financial aid, so the 

earlier you apply, the better. 

 Research Advance Placement (AP) or College-Level Examination (CLEP) exams.  

 Be on the lookout for acceptance letters. 

SPRING: 

 Review acceptance letters and compare financial aid offers.  

 Make your final college decision and mail deposits, as required. 

 Check with the college you have chosen about returning financial aid award letters. 

 Notify the schools you have chosen NOT to attend. 

 Plan for registration, orientation and housing, and mark your calendar with important dates. 

 Follow up with the Records office to ensure that your final transcript is forwarded to your 

college. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/

